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| God has designed that we should believe this doctrine, | embrace Universalism, is, without doubt, partly com- 
doubtless he has giren ts fhe most clear and convinc- posed of this same class, who have no rational hope of 
: | ing evidencesofitstruth. For there would be a dread- | future happiness but from the truth of this doctrine. 
Rev. Sir,—A friend has lately favoured me with. ful hazard in receiving this doctrine and suffering cur| Now let us suppose that the doctrine in question ig 
(he fourth volume of your periodical work. I observe, practice to be influenced by it, ifits truth were invo'v- true. The circumstances under which the fact exists 
with satisfaction,that though you advocate the doctcine | ed in the smallest degree of uncertainty. But it can-! will then be these.—The doctrine suits the interests 


’ 


of universal salvation, yet you permit the arguments| pot be supposed that God intended we should hazard and feelings of the great mass of mankind, because it 


From the Christian Repository, 


WAIrTsFIEeLD, Dec. 1, 1024. 


‘ particular fact which I have not yet mentioned. Be- 
“ fore I bring this fact’ into view, a few things will be 
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' ever it is believed, its influence is visible in the course | 
- which they take relative to their eternal concerns. If, 


of your opponents, stated at full length and in their 
ewn language, to occupy a considerable portion of| 
your pages. When 1 received the volume, I was 
about to prepare an argument against Universalism, | 


for a menthly publication in New York. As it was | 
2 part of my object to offer the argument for the con-| 


sideration of those who had -already embraced the | 
sentiment, as wellastouse my humble exertions to| 
prevent others from receiving it, | felt a desire to} 
bave it placed directly under the obectvation of those | 
who belong to your order. On reading the above nam- 
ed volume, a prospect was presented that I might ef- 
fect this desire through the Christian Repository. 

If the doctrine in question be an error, it is doutless 
a most dangerous one, and ought to be opposed by all | 
the powers of sound logic. On the other hand, if it is 
‘ scripture doctrine. and God has designed that we 
should receive it, the argumerts and objections of its 
opposers should be bronght forward, that they may be 
examined and refuted by the advocates of truth, 

“Universalism appears to me irreconcileatile with 
certain facts. Several might be mentioned, which, 
on supposition that this doctrine is truth, admit no 
Christ teaches that men 





entisfactory explanation. 


love the dorkness of error, rather than the light of di-| 
vine tr th. 
Chric' himself delivered divine doctrines, they excit-| remark. 


ed violent opposition among those whose deeds were 
evil. If then, Universalism is adivine truth, how 
cre we fo account for the fact that it does not excite 
the same virulent enmity among abandoned and wick- 
ed men pew, as when taught by Christ and his apos- 
‘les > Or rather, since men are pleased with the idea 
that God will not eternally punish them for their wick- 
“Iness. why did they in ancient time hate the teach- 
ers of this doctrine ? In the aposties’ days truth excit- 
‘od the fears of men, and caused them to be anxious 
about their salvation. Why then, if Universalism be 
‘roth, is no alarm produced at the present day, unde: 
tle preaching of this doctrine? The doctrines of the 
apostles brought multitudes to repentance and to the 
practice of godliness; but Universalism produces no 
such effects in the presentage. If, then, Universal- 
iem is the same doctrine which the apostles taught, is 
there no difficulty in accounting for the fact that dif- 
‘ferent results bave attended the preaching of it in an- 
‘cient and modern times? 
But I shall confine myself to the consideration of a 


premised. 

If the doctrine of the Universal Salvation of all men 
be a revealed truth, it is‘ one of the most important 
truths of the word of God. This position is too ev¥i- 
dent to need proof. 

‘Universalism is likewise a doctrine which produces 
agreat practical effect on the lives of mev. Wher- 


then, Universalism is a most important truth relating 
to the eternal destinies of men, and tending to infla- 


any thing by believing his word, He could not design 
that we should ventore our everlasting concerns on a 
doubtful question. We may be assured that if Ged in- 
tended to teach Universalism in his word, he has 
taught it so clearly that no reasonable doubt can be 
entertained concerning its truth. But why should I, 
in arguing with Universalists, labor to prove what they 
believe’? If I mistake not, they consider Universalism 
to be ove of the most indubitable truths of revelation. 

Universaliets not only contend that their system is 
clearly revealed in scripture, but that it is in itself ra- 
tional. I will admit that it is rational on supposition 
that it is true, at least no truth can be contrary to rea- 
son. I will suppose it to be as much a dictate of rea- 
son as 7%, doctrine of scripture, 

Evidence tends to produce conviction in our minds. 
We have a principle iv our natare which causes us to 
believe a proposition because it is evident, or because 
it is evinced by some kind of proof. Evidence is the 
proper ground of faith. The degree of our assent to 
any doctrine should be regulated by the degree of evi- 
dence by which it is supported. 


faith by our interests and our feelings ; or we incline 
to believe many things merely because we wish them 


And when the prophets, apostles, and | to be true. Every day furnishesabtindant proof of this 


We are in very great danger of being led 
into error while investigating any subject in which our 
interest is concerned. Such isthe influence of feeling 
or inclination on the nuderstandings of men, that it 
frequently causes them to resist the strongest degree 
of proof, and embrace that side of a question against 
which evidence vastly preponderates. 

When evidence an¢ inclination concur, they may 
produce a strong degree of faith. But when they coun- 
teract each other, one or the other will prevail accord- 
ing to their relative influence. Evidence often prevails 
against strong incliuation, and inclination frequently 
overcomes powerful evidence. 

Now in considering the doctrine of Universal Salva- 
tion, an alternative is presented to our minds. Fither 
this doctrine is truth, or it is error. But whether it is 
truth or error, a fact offers itself to be accounted for.— 
In accounting for this fact, we must have regard to the 
well known principles of our nature above stated, and 
to the circumstances under which the fact exists.— 
We may suppose the doctrine true, or we may suppose 
it false. If the fact be possible and natural on one 
supposition, and impossible on the other, then that sup- 
position which exhibits the fact as possible and natur- 
al, is truth, while the other is error. A hypothesis 
which is incapable of being reconciled with a known 
fact, should not be admitted as true. 

I now mention the fact which | have in view. A 
yast majority of those who have the bible in their 


punishment, while a comparatively small number em- 
brace Universalism. The majority includes a great 
number of the impenitent class of people, who would 


rejoice if they could be assured that they shail be hap- 





‘@ace their’ conduct with reference to futurity, and if 








py in the world to come. The emall minority who 


hands, and examine it for themselves without note or | 
comment, do believe in the absolute eternity of future , 


leads them to expect eternal happiness, whether they 
become holy in this life or not; their understandings 
naturally assent to it as rational; and it is so clearly 
and strongly taught in the word of God, that not one 
reasonable doubt of its truth can be entertained. " The 
fact, under such circumstances, is unaccountable, and, 
without a miracle, would be impossible. That man- 
kiud should continue fiom age to age in the belief of a 
sentiment against their interests and feelings, against 


vincing evidence of scripture, would be an anomaly in 
{he intellectual world which could find no parallel, 
and admit no explanation. 

But if we take the supposition that Universalism is 
false, the circumstances attending the fact will be 
these. The interests of the great mass of mankind, 
incline them to wish that the doctrine might be true ; 
but the word of God plainly teaches that it is false. — 
It is easy to perceive that the fact, under such circum- 
stances, is just such as might be expected. Taking 
into consideration the principles which have been stat- 
ed, and reason a prior’, we might come to the conclu- 


But unhappily, we are often influenced in matters of | $10” that some would evtertain the pleasing idea of the 


salvation of all men; while others, overpowered by 
evidence, would believe contrary to their wishes. 

That the incorrigilly wicked will receive punish- 
ment without end, is a sentiment which prevails wher- 
ever the word of God is known. By what means does 
such a sentiment prevail? This question must be 
solved in one or the other of two ways. Hither the 
|scriptures have led to the belief that there will be 
‘endless punishment, or else this doctrine is the inven- 
tion of men. The character of the doctrine forbids the 
latter supposition. Quod volumus facile ¢redimus.— 
Men easily pervert scripture from its plain meaning so 
as to make it convey a sense agreeable to their wishes ; 
and their ingenuity is often employed to this end.— 
| But they will not, without being compelled, receive a 
heres which they dislike. They uever would ex- 

plain away the plain declarations of scripture, in order 

to bring themselves to believe that they deserve eter- 
val misery, and that God will, in many instances, in- 
flict what they deserve. 

If the language of scripture is such as to produce 
upon the minds of men, the impression that there will 
be an eternal state of punishment, surely God must 
| have designed that this impression should be produced. 
For upon this all-important subject, infinite Wisdom 
would not suffer such language to be employed, as on- 
ly tended to lead us into error. The true sense of 
scripture, therefore, may be considered as determined 
‘by experiment. To know what God ‘intended to 
‘teach, we have only to ascertain what impression his 
_ word has actually made. IrHamar Smita. 


REPLY TO ITHAMAR SMITH. 








| 





In examining the remarks of our friend, we find no 
‘arguments to oppose, that profess to be founded on 
direct scripture testimony. His arguments are drawn 
from certain premises, which undoubtedly appear very 
different to him from what they do to us. The ground 
of opposition which he adopts, we are sensible, is not 


the plain dictates of reason, and against the most con- — 
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and though we auticipate no in- 
e objections to our 


————>— 





an unpopular one ; 
superable difficulties in removing th 
own satisfaction, we cannot promise 
shall be equally saccessful in the opinion of our friend. | 
We cannot, howerer, but indulge the humble hope, | 
that he will perceive our ground fo be much more. 
tenable than he has heretofore been accustomed ¢*: 
believe. 

One of the strong and popular objections to our) 
views, is, that our doctrine is readily received by | 
wicked men ; of course, it does not ** excite violent | 
«pposition among those whose deeds were evil,” as! 
cid the divine instructions of Christ himself. 

A few plain matters of fact will set this subject ina 
clearer point of view. Itis said that the preaching 
of Christ and his apostles excited much opposition ; 
but the preaching of the Universalist ‘+ not attended 
with the same effects among the general mass of man- 
kind. Now, although we do not consider this a fall 
ané fair representation of the case in question, we 
would now beg leave to offer a few remarks ou what 
naturally excites men to opposition to the promulga- 
tion of any new religious system of dectrine. 
position, we have reason to believe, as often arises 
from other circumstances, as from any thing in itself 
pariicularly odious in the newly proposed system of | 
divine instruction. This is true with regard to the op- | 
position to our Saviour, and we believe, if equally true | 
respecting that which the Universalists are called to 
endure’ Where our Saviour’s preaching had long and 
established prejudices to encounter, there it met oppo | 
sition. And the inveteracy of that opposition was \ 





| 
ourselves that we 


This op- 








religious world, so much despised agare the Universal- 
ists. ‘This position, thea, so far trom making against 
us, is the very ground in which we appear more Con- 
fotwed to the auctent, christian, aud apostolic influ- 
ence. 

‘There is another idea ‘which we would notice in this 
ulace. Our friend says, “In the apostles’ days, truth 
excited the fears of men, aud caused them to be anx- 
ious about their salvation. Why then, if Universalisin 
be truth, is no atarat produced at the present day, un- 
der the preaching of this doctrine?” After stating 
these questiens, in which our opposer seems to take 
for eranted more than we are williug to allow, he pro- 
ceeds to say, “*The doctrines of the apostles brought 


multitudes to repentance, and to the practice of godli- 


ness; but Universalism produces no such effects inthe 
present age.’? Did we feel ourselves under the ne- 
cessity of acceding to this last statement, we acknow- 
ledge, there would be something formidable in the ob- 
jection; but we are disposed to maintain an opposite 
ground. In doing this, we do not apprehend we shall 
be under any necessity of calling the sivcerity of our 
friend in question. 
often appear different to opposers than they do to 
friends. ‘The writer whom we are now answering, is 
opposed to our views, aud therefore does not judge 
of them through their own medium, but through his 
peculiar and opposite sentiments. We do not, there- 


But the trying poiut, 
in this case, depends upon a due decision of what is 


meant by the word repentance. When this is ascer- 


All will allow that the same thiugs! 


ern eran ieee 
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think he is bot a subject of its appalling Peete: oie 
| will he be resirained from evil, by a direful dread of 
‘its influence. ' 
Our friend has told us that ‘ Universalism is a doc. 
| trine which produces a great practical effect on the 
lives of men ;’’ but bas not told us what this practical 
effect is. We however conclude frum his Unfavorable 
opinion of the doctrine, expressed in ctl.cr parts of big 
letter, that it must be bad. Now we do not conceive 
| that the moral and religious character of any people, 
is any test of the truth of their doctrine. For we do 
| not suppose that every person is fully influenced by 
| the principles of their religious theory, whether good 
,or bad. Though we may have much to lament in the 
moral conduct of many Universalists, we do not be- 
lieve they fall so much short of other denominations in 
| point of integrity as mauy people imagine. Nay, if we 
/may speak our own eulogy, we believe, as a body, we 
are not a whit behind the very best of them. Ip say- 
ing this, we do not feel to boast of our virtues ; for we 
are seusible that in mauy things we come short of our 
duty. 
Passing aver many valuable remarks in the piece 
, under cousideratiou, we proceed to notice what our 
| wriler caiis a fact, which is. that ‘* a vast majority of 
those who have the Bible ip their hands, and examine 
it for themselves wilhout note or commeut, do believe 


But 


|in the absolute eternity of future punishment.” 


fore, think it strange, that they should appear to him | bow is it, that people examine the bible without note 
' with a degree of disadvantage. 


(or comment? Tlave not the greater part of them been 
Pomigre to believe iu the doctrine of eudless misery, be- 
| fore they were able to read the bible? And when able 


wuch in proportion to the strength of the people’s at- tained, and it is further ascertained that no Universal- lto read this book, have they not grown up under the 


tachment to their blind guides. 


* . ° ° ! . . . 
But where this blind i's experience repentance, we confess, we shall find|coustant instructions of preachers, parents and guar- 


attachment to popular prejudices did not exist, we do| ourselves brought toa darker side of the qucstion, than | diaus, who believed and enforced the doctrine? These 


uot find this opposition excited; 
Saviour himself. St. Mark (xii. 37) ivforms us that} 
‘the common people heard him gladly.” And St. 
Luke (viii. 40) ona particular occasion, says, ** the 
people gladiy recetved him, for they were all waiting 
tor lim.”? 

Our readers will easily perceive from the above quo- 
tutions, that the opposition to our Savivur’s doctrine 
did not arise from any thing that was odious in the 
doctrine itself, even to wicked people. Such people 
usually allow the beauty oi vistue aud holiness.in the- 
ory, and look with some surt of veneration on those 
who practise these principles, though they do not love 
to practise the same themselves. Who then were the 
bitter opposers of our Lord and his apostles? The 
Scribes and Pharisees. ‘They were wew of popular in- 
fluence. “I hey had been long and thoroughly initiated in 
the popular usuages aud established customs of their 


no, not against the | 





we have heretofore been able to realize. But what 
are we to understand by repentance? ‘That we may 
the better understand this question, let us look at the 
motives which the scriptures present, to enfore this ex- 
ercise. It is weil known that when Jesus Christ, and 
John, his harbinger, preached repentance, they enforc- 
ed the idea by saying, ** The kingdon of heaven is at 
hand.” This Kingdom is explaived to be righleous- 
ness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit. (Rom. xiv. 
17.) Righteousness, and peace, and joy in the holy 
Spirit, then, are the graud motives which the kingdom 
of God offers to lead men to repentance. It appears 
from the scriptures, that men often mistake ou this sub- 
ject, ** not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth 





questions must be avswered in the affirmative, aad are 
amply sufficient to do away the force of the position 
which the writer has taken. 

Respecting the idea of men’s deciding for so long a 
| period of time, contrary to (heir interested feelings on 
jthis subject, there are a variety of considerations 
| which might be offered to open and explain the sub- 
| ject. , 

We acknowledge, in the first place, that universal 
salvation is more agreeabie to the feelings of any class 
of people, than endless misery, whenever they consid- 
er themselves particularly interested in either of the 
doctrines. And we acknowledge, again, that where 

|men believe contrary to interest, it argues that their 


to repentance.”” Rom. ii. 4. Our opposer would, no ‘faith is founded on the stronger testimony, taken in 


doubt, wish to add; but it must be a sorrow for sin.— | 


the light in which that testimony appears to them. 











Very trae; but it is not to be forgotten, that this sor- | But all will acknowledge that the strongest appear 
row should be of a godly sort; it must be such as a thirst | auce of testimony is not always the strongest testimony 





age and nation. ‘These they were not willing to part for righteousness, and peace, and joy in the holy Spirit 
with; and because the salutary doctrive of our Lord | would naturally inspire, and not a sorrow which is the 
was Calculated to correct the abuses of Pharisaic evils, fruit of slavish fear, or a sorrow of the world, which is 
they became his inveteraie enemies. | death. Repentance, then, embraces the work of re- 
Now let us attend to the question, “If, then, Uni- formation by which the affections are changed from 
versulism is a divine truth, how are we to account for bad objects to good ones, and they manifest their fruits 
tue fact, that it does not excite the same viruleut en- in those practical virtues, which are righteous, just, 
iwaly aiuong abandoved aud wicked meu, as when and good, Are our opposers prepared to say, that Uni- 
taught by Christ aud iis apostles?’ From what) versalists are destitute of this kind of reformation? If 
bas already been said, our reuders will perceive that j they will be good enough to open their eyes, we are 
this ** Viuleat enmity” against our Lord and his apos- | confident they will see too many living testimonies to 

iles, was not so much exercised by those generally , answer this question in the affirmative. 
called the openly abandoned, as from those who ‘were; If it be uecessary to preach the terrors of punish- 
wee in their own eyes, and prudent in Lueir own sight.” | ment to the wicked, we believe the doctrine of the 
J ne first of these characters, if they saw little iv our! restoration has every advantage over that of endless 
Lord that they desired, they saw litile that excited : misery. The more rational tbe doctrine of punish- 
tneir abhorence and contempt. They ever found him ments appear, in the same proprotion will they be cal- 
harmless, innocent, and inoffensive. but the latter, culated to restrain and reform. But the doctrine of 
like the craftsmen of Ephesus, are afraid some damage endless misery, as its own friends frequently allow, has 
will accrue to their goddess Diana, whose comparative uothing that appears ratioual to the wicked. They 
importance is accounted nearly equal to that ** whom often think it is reserved fot some others, more wicked 
= Asia and the world worshippeth.”” Our friend wiil } than themselves. Of course, it is necessary for a may 
idee net > seems eceet ‘to Le couy erted, or meet, at least, with some change 
edlink af take taro ng ose W are wouplly of mind, to acquiesce in the rationality of the doctrine. 
licked, yer there is uo dewomiuation ia tie Aud when he thinks he is thus couserted, he Legius to 


in reality. For we ofteao have wrong views of testi- 
mony, which is always the case when we believe in 
error, 

There is one important consideration which may 
justly have a claim in this place. ‘That is, that very 
few who strenuously support the doctrive of endless 
misery, consider themselves the subjects of it, or very 
much exposed to it. They believe it, nat for them- 
selves, but for others. They may, therefore, become 
interested in that which is not interesting to their fel- 
low-creatures. As at this day, endless misery isa ‘wediell 
lar idea, and men are interested in popularity ; it re- 
quires, therefore, no extraordinary discernment, to see 
that men may support endless misery from feelings of in- 
terest,though the subject itsell is opposed to the common 
feelings of humanity. And it is from this considera- 
tion, undoubtedly, that it has acquired a portion of its 
support, during a great portion of the ages In which it 
has been believed. ‘his remark, we are confident, 
will hold true, let the final issue of the question vio 
cerning the truth of the doctrine turn which way! 
will. ; 

‘here are many doctrines which a 
to human feelings, which have in t 


» A - t 
re vecy repugnao 
. se me 
heir day, beco 





| popular. 


The sacrificing of children to false gods, may 





‘be reckoned amovg the number. 
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These sacrifices, 
bowever crossing to parental affection, have been sub- 
mitted to with as much zeal and devotion, as the sin- 


. cere Christian offers his services of prayer and praise 


to Almighty God. 

The Mabometan religion is of more than a thousand 
years standing, and has been believed and supported 
vy millioos of the human race; yet this circumstance 
gers the faith of our writer and his coad- 
jutors, than it does ours. How does it appear that a 
Mabometan could not plead a!l the advantages in his 
favor, arising from antiquity and the opposition of i ins | 
terested — tbat our friend endeavors to urge | 
against us? His mode of arguing would likewise furn-| 
ish the Roman Catholics with strong claiins against us 
both. What, uuder this last head, which our friend 
is pleased to cail a ** fact,”’ has he offered, that a Ca- 
tholic would uot urge aygaiast him, in the same manner 
ju which he has urged them against us? 

Ou this subject we mizht particularize, but we do 
not think it necessary ; and besides, we have not room 
If any thing fur- 
ther is thought necessary on this subject, we must ask 


no mere stag 


for much enlargement at this time. 


_ the indulgence of the new editor of this work, at some 


future opportunity. What were thought the most im- 
portant arguments agaist our sentimenis, we have 
noticed, leaving a few others entirely to the refiection 
of our readers. The grand decision on the poiot in 
question, resis directly on the law aad testimony. Ac- 
cording as these teach, without reference to what has 
been believed by those who have gowe before us, so let 


us learn, believe, aud practise. —Christ, Ri positury. 





FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
TO UNITARIANS, 


Brethren,—As your denomination has about com- 
pleted the labors which were required to separate you 


from the orthodox, and you have endured the unavoid- | 


able pains w hich such a separation necessarily produc- 
ed, you must not only feel inclined to have some ra- 
tional system of belief, embracing geveral principles, 
by which yeu will be distinguished from other denomi- 


uations, but wili expect to be called on by other de-, 


notoinatious, and especially by the orthodox, to favor 
the pubsic with such general principles. Yon cannot 
be ignorant of the fact, that our orthodox brethren are 
uot backward io fixing on you certain names which 
they consider odious, and justify themselves im so do- 


ing by certain deductions which they make from some 


of the arguments to whicb you have resorted iy your’ 


contest with them. Some times they call you deists, 


sometimes universalists, andl believe that instances. 


are not wanting in which they have called you athe- 
ists. | have no disposition to iuduce you to resent this | 
conduct of our orthodox brethren, but feel disposed to | 


ask you whether you have not, in some instances, giv- | 


en occasion for such representations to be made? I[| 
have not the least evidence that you have exhibited | 
any sentiments which you understand to be inconsis- 
tent with genuine theism and christianity, but if] am 
not altogether misinformed, nay if! do not entirely mis- 
understand you when I hear you preach, you frequent- 
ly make plain and clear statements, which are not on- 
ly consistent with universalism, but most pointedly op- | 
posed to the unmerciful doctrine of eudless punish- 
ment. This being the fact, you must acknowledge, | 


that our orthodox brethren, whose jealousy never slum- | 
bers, have more thau a mere plausible reason for call- | 


you. H. B. 


ing you Universalists. Now when they can feel jus- 
tified in going thus far, it is only necessary to pause 
long enough for a moment’s reflection, when they are 


ready to call you deists and athests, for these names 
they have been in the habit of applying to uviversal- 
ists sé long, that they now think them just and appro- 
priate. 

‘The method you have been in the practice of, 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZ zANE, 


Universalists has dons very ‘well for &@ season, | but it 
being only a thin, slazy covering whén first used, and 
it having been in constant use for some time, it is ac- 
tually worn out, and can no longer secure you from 
their vision. The method which your wisdom has em- 
ployed to quiet our orthodox brethren, and keep them 
irom believing you to be universalists,though you fully | 
vindicate that doctrine in your sermons, was to quote 
some passage of scripture, just at the close of a dis-. 
course, which the orthodox believe supports the doc- | 
Wine of endless misery, without any comment, know- 
‘ing that you yourselves understood the text differently 
‘from what the orthodox did, but supposing that they 
' would think you understood it as they did. 
‘time this method seemed to answer the desired end; 





but, as before remarked, it is now worn out, aud only” 


|serves lo put your ever jealous aAverncion ou their 
‘guard. 

It is true, that in some instances, you have had re- 
‘course to another method designed to keep from being 
‘Known as universalists, which is to call that doctrine 


by name, in your sermons, and to condemn it directly | 
as a dangerous doctrine, tending to immorality ; hav- : 


ing, at the same time, a reserve in your own minds, 
meaning, among yourselves, that the universalisu 
which you condemn is of a particular liad, and not 
that in which you believe and which you clearly 
preach. ‘This method has bad the good tortune to de- 
ceive many; but this, as well as the other, has been 
long enough employed for the honor of those who have 
used it, and people know very well the object of the 
| policy. 


ee Ore 


For some ! 





en ee ee ee to 


FOR THE UNIV EASALIST MAGAZINE. 
THE MORALIST........No. XVI. 
‘© Why shouldest thou destroy thyseif.°—Ecel. vii. 16. 








The greater part of the misery that exists in the 
world, is occasioned by the vicious conduct of mane 
kind. 1 will appeal to the reader for the correctuess of 
this statement. In the course of our pilgrimage 
through life, has not much of the grief and perplexity 
“with which we have been visited, been occasioned by 
our own folly? I know that there are many trials iu- 
cident to humanity which no wisdom can foresee, no 
prudence avert. These are sent by infinite wisdom 
for our good ; though they are not joyous but grievous, 
they bring forth the peaceable fruit of righteousness, to 
_those that are exercised thereby. He that woundeth 
| will heal, he that bringeth down to the grave, will 
| bring up therefrom. But where can we find refuge 
. from sorrow, wheu by our unworthy conduct, we have 
destroyed ourselves? It was the pathetic interroga- 
tion of the monarch of Israel,—it was the sentiment of 
one who had experienced all the glory and honor, 
tiches and pleasure this vain world could bestow. [ 
_bad, said he, great possession of great and small cattle, 
above all that were in Jerusalem before me. And he 
‘proceeds further to describe his vast riches and de- 
lights,—but alas, this man, whose wisdom has delight- 
| ed the world, whose admonitions must be impressed ou 
the minds of all who read them with serious attention, 
|—this monarch, who was the wisest of all men that 
ever existed, he that painted vice in all its vile defor- 


Perhaps you will say, that I am acting the part of | mity,—he destroyed himself! How degraded must this 


‘an accuser, and that | discover a want of charity by 
|Tepresenting so respectable a ciass of the christian | 
}community as practising hypocrisy; and although 1, 
cannot much wonder that you should think that am | 
acting the part of an accuser, yet you shall find that I | 
am well prepared to plead your apology. Have you 
not, in all this, which looks so much like duplicily, 

acted wiih the greatest possible sincerity? Has not the 
promotion of divine trath-ameng men been your sale 
ohject? Is not y vr whole system of conduct well 
studied prudence? And have you not discovered truth 
to the people as fast, and as clearly as you thought 
they were able to bear it? And have you, in a single 
instance used any deception, only for the purpose of 
disseminating truth more acceptably, and with greater 
facility? Aud even when your risibilily was most 
powerfully excited at the well intended deception in 
which you thought you had succeeded, did you not | 
‘most seasonably exert all your powers to look as if the 
"greatest possible solemnity was upon you? ‘ Now if 
_ your heart manent you not, then have you confidence 
towards God.’ 

But after all would it not be as well, now, after so 
long a time, and when the public, and especially our 
orthodox brethren can no longer be deceived, to come 
out boldly from under those rags which can no longer 
hide you, and own the truth, and the whole truth?— 
Be sure it would make sone noise in the world; but 
j what ofthat? Your order has already made a noise 
oe throwing off the superstition of the trinity, and why 

‘should you uow be afraid to take another bold step, 
land repounce au error which is infinitely wore dishon- 
‘orable to our heavenly Father thau any other which 
was ever embraced or exploded ? 

Brethren, | adjure you to come directly inte opeu 
'oround and defend the touth, that truth may defeod 





SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION, 


Take particular Notite: the Southern Association of 
Universalists, is to meet at South Wilbrabam, Mass. 
on the First Wednesday of Juve next, instead of the 
2d Weduesday, as formerly. It will be in session two 


/mighty monarch have appeared in the eyes of his sub- 
\jects, when he forsook the fountain of living waters, 
and followed after strange gods, such as the ignorant 
| heathen worshipped! Yes the mighty Solomon, the 
'sceptered monarch of the East, he to whom kings 
bowed in admiration,—he dared presume to follow after 
| senseless idols, to become the dupe of base women, 
\the wise man here became a fool, and changed the 
‘glory of the incorruptible God into an image, made 
like to corruptible man. He who said, God should 
judge both the righteous and the wicked, regardless of 
that supreme Being who ruleth in tbe armies of heaven 
and amongst the inhabitants of the earth, paid homage 
to those which were no Gods, and thus destroyed him- 
self. With al} bis wisdom, he became like a fool, and 
degraded himself from the exalted rank he had held 
amongst the monarchs of the earth; and we have no 
ev.dence of his repentance. IL would seriously ask 
| those people who assert that a person must meet with 
'a miraculous change to be fitted for the kingdom of 
heaven, what proof they can produce, that Solomon 
was ever regenerated. According to their theory he 
was a reprobate, 

But to return to our subject; many destroy them- 
selves by their vices, as was before stated, some by 
| ibeir imprudence and want of forethought,—others, by 
being the dupes of credulity. We have many melan- 
choly examples of our fellow creatures committing 
suicide, and Jeaving their families exposed to want 
aud peuury,—their orphan children left to the mercy 
of au unfeeling world. Many, in the morning of life, 
destroy themselves, and the bitter rememberance of 
their fate is a source of the most poignant grief and 
anguish to some beloved parent, sister, or friend. As 
melaucholy as these examples are, would to God they 
were the only ones of self destruction. Butalas! how 
many thousauds of our race destroy themselves by iu- 
temperance, by lewdness. These persons as effec- 
tually destroy their owa lives as if they committed in- 
stant suicide. They are self-murderers: they destroy 
the peace of their families ; by their evil example they 
jure others to destruction. The ounce lovely youth 
who was his parent’s joy, the delight of his friends, 
who would have shuddered at the thought of such, 





days. 





Whereby to make the orthodox think you were not 


atrocious wickecuess, by giving way to temptation, is 
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led on step Ly step till he becomes as abandoned as 
those who first seduced him, and is a fixed object, for 
the hand of scorn to point her slow and moving finger 
at. The man who once shuddered at profanity, now 
can utter horrid oaths; he who was once modest in 
his conversation, whose words were listened to with 
delight by all that heard them,—his speech is now fil- 
thy, and his actions obscene. How came he in this 
degraded condition? Evil company, vicious examples 
were the melancholy cause. O my friends, how aw- 
fully distressing is the reflection, that we have heen 
the destruction of any human being. I trust none of 
us has incurred this guilt. But the question again re- 
curs,—why shouldst thou destroy thyself? Why 
should we reb ourselves of all peace and happiness, 
forfeit the respect of our fellow creatures, and bring 
ourselves to an untimely grave, by hearkening to the 
voice of folly, who tells her deluded votaries that stol- 
en waters are sweet, and bread eaten in secret is pleas- 
ant! But mark the awful consequences: the dead 
are there, and her guests are in the depths of hell.— 
When we have destroyed ourselves by our vicious ha- 
bits, what keen anguish must we feel. When we are 
reduced to this dreadful extremity, when conscience 
declares to us in a voice of thunder, thou hast destroy- 
ed thyself, thou hast drawn down ruin on thine own 
head, now reap the bitter effects of thy folly. 

It was the language of the Almighty to his covenant 
people, ‘ O Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself, but in 
me ts thy hope.’ To Him alone can we look ; let us re- 
turn to him with our whole hearts. Let us forsake the 
foolishand live,and we may regain our long lost tranquil- 
ity,and peace be again wooed to our bosoms. That this 
may be the case of every one of us who have erred, is 
the sincere prayer of the Moralist. 

West-CAMBRIDGE. 





From the (Hartford, Con.) Religious Inquirer. 
SLANDER REPELLED, 


OR ANOTHER VOICE FROM THE GRAVE, 


Two communications have lately appeared in the 
Philadelphia Christian Gazette, one entitled ‘ Loud 
preaching to Universalists,’ the other * True value of 
Universalism in a dying hour.’ In both pieces the 
writet calumniates Universalism and Universalists, 
without deigning to invalidate the grounds of their be- 
lief, or to show that it leads to wickedness. In order 
to exhibit the insufficiency of bou:dless trust in Ged, 
he states that a Universalist had renounced his faith on 
the bed of death, had embraced Calvinism, and had 
probably gone to heaven in consequence of this change 
in his opinions, Though the advocates of eternal tor- 
ment exulted in this new argument for their doctrine, 
and quoted it in their papers from Philadelphia to this 
city, yet, as the pieces neither gave the name of the 
writer, the convert, nor the place where this change 
was effected, we doubted their truth, and took the 
proper means to learn their correctness. Having as- 
certained the degree of import%mce which should at- 
tach to these communications, we have only to request 
that the editors, who have published the above men- 
tioned articles, would show as much regard for truth 
as they have for their peculiar sentiments. 


Extract from a letter to the Editor. 


‘* PSILADELPHIA, APRIL 27, 1826. 


** Dear Sir—After having received your letter, Mr. 
Kneeland and myself called on a cousin of the deceased 
alluded to in the communication taken from the 
“Christian Gazette and Youth’s Herald,” a paper 
published in the Northern Liberties of the city. The 
name ofthe individual who has been the subject of 
the wonderful story so highly valued in your part 
of the country, is Andrew Wile, by ocupation a shos- 


ness of about eight weeks. Troma gentleman of ve-| 
racity and respectability, Mr. R. B. Richardson, (who_ 
granted me the liberty of using his name in this case,) 

we learned the character and standing of the deceas- | 
ed; ashe is now “gone where the wicked cease from | 
troubling, and the weary are at rest,’? we shall not | 
enlarge on his frailties ; suffice it to say, however, in 
the language of Mr. Richardson, that * Mr. Wile 
was, in his best condition, a weakminded and very 
ignorant man, who knew little or nothing about any | 
religious system in the world, and who seldom attend- | 
ed any place of worship whatever; that he seldom | 
attended meeting any where, we have the statement 
of his widow, in adition to that of Mr. Richardson, 
who told us that her husband, since their marriage, 
(which is pow nearly four years,) she believed, had 
a very few times attended at the Universalist Church 
in Lombard-street and as she thought, he had occasion- | 
ally frequented that church, previous to their mar- 
rage, and seemed at times to favor the sentiments of 
Universalist. ‘The preceding is the substance of what 

the widow stated, though she seemed inclined to, 
favor the story in the Gazette. The cousin of the 
deceased, on whom we first called, and who was not 
at home, Mr. George Wile, called last evening, , 
and in conyersation with Mr. Kneeland and myself, | 
stated that during the illness of his cousin, he spent 

much time with him and heard him converse, he also) 
said that many paticulars stated in the Gazette were 


not correct ; those particulars, which he considered 
objectionabie, | will refer you to hereafter. In relation ; 
to the individual about whom so much has been 
and from whom, through the officiousness of a few 
superstitious persons, many things were extorted 

while in his weak state of mind and body, the follow- 

ing is I believe, undeniable. 

1. Mr. Andrew Wile was never a member, 
even a pew-holder in any Universalist Church dur- | 
ing his life. 

2. According tothe statement of Mr. George Wile, | 
the deceased had never been in the interior of the new 

church in Callowbill-street since its completion, though 

nearly two years have elapse:+ and he lived during; 
the whole time previous to the date of his death, March | 
15, 1825, in the neighborhood of that church. 

3. Nota member of either of the Universalist churches | 
in this city had any knowledge that Mr. Wile was, or | 
even thought himself to be a Universalist. 

4. The statements, which he is said to have made | 
while on his dying bed, were many ef them known to | 
be extorted from him, when in that state of mind and 
body, which rendered him incapable of knowing even | 
one half what he did say, or what was said to him. 

5. Much said concerning him, by those great lovers 
of men’s souls, is obviously gross and aggravated mis- 
representation. 

Is not that cause a pitiful one, which requires its 
advocates to descend to such subterfuge and palpable 
nonsence to furnish evidence of its truth? The writer 
of that contemptible production in the **‘ Gazette and 
Youth’s Herald’? has very prudently concealed his 
name from the world, but from good authority his 
name at full length is GEoRGE MusGRAVE, which an- 
swers to the initials G. M. standing at the bottom of 
the piece ; he is, | believe, what is here called a ‘* Do 
mestic Missionary.”? Perhaps he thought to do goo 
by such pitiful tales as appeared in the Gazette of the 
15th ult. 

In his communication he observes when warning 
Universalists, as he calls it, that ** the case mention- 
ed is the second in the N. I. (meaning Northern Lib- 
erties) within a few months and in both cases it was 
explicitly declared to be unable to afford any @onsola- 
tion.” If any would be at the trouble to trace the 
first to its origin, | am fully satisfied it would be equal- 
ly ridiculous with the second, as no person bas 
been known in the N. L. to renounce his sentiments, 
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maker ; he died on the 15th of March last, after an ill- 
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Churches in this city. A man of respectability, who 
had been made acquainted with some of the Circuth. 
stances respecting Mr. Wile, stated last evening, that 
a Mr. Porter, who is probably the other Universal ist 
whom the writer says, ‘* was convinced of his error.” 
was never known to be a Universalist ; and the person 
who made this statement ought to know, for the iden- 
tical Mr. Porter, as is supposed, served his time as an 
apprentice for years with our informant, who hada 


very good opportunity of knowing his religious views 
if he had any. : 


Thus the candid and reflecting can easily attach a 
due weight to such insipid trash, as that, contained in 
a paper, exclusively set apart for the benefit of self. 
styled pious, indigent, young men seeking the gospel 


ministry, or more properly seeking to drain money frem 


every possible source where it can be had, and of ex- 
torting from the widow and the orphan a portion of 
their hard earned pittance to support themselves in in- 


‘dolence and affluence, and in obtaining an education, 
/in a manner so disgraceful, so degrading, that no young 


man of talent and manly spirit would ever deign to 


subject himself to it; and all this, or much of it, is af- 


fected by harrowing up the most awful apprehensions 
in the minds of women and children, respecting an 
eternal, a burning hell, which superstitious fancy ex- 
ists only in the corrupted imagination of the bigot and 
the fanatic. What horrid ideas ofa Being, whose mer- 
cy is infinite, his love boundless, and his friendship 
immortal! Yours affectionately, 
WiL.1AM Morse. 


———— 
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THE RETROSPECT. 


Ah, years—that pass*din sorrow by, 
And hopes—that blossom’d to be blighted 
And angel forms—that charm’d the eye, 
And angel songs tbat once delighted! 
Where are ye now ?—though fancy’s flight 
To you my soul doth sometimes bear, 
Departed time’s eternal night, 
Re-echoes back the question, ‘* WHERE?” 
Oh! how has time, relentless time, 
Plunder’d our years and hopes away— 
Nor spared at morning’s golden prime, 
Nor spared at high meridian day. 
Ab, as 1) autumn’s dying hour, 
a h breeze a funeral dirge hath been; 
Fallen the youngest, sweetest flower, 
Wither’d the bough most fair and green ; 
Vanish’d is hope’s once sweet contro!, 
And pleasure, that like the morning dew, 
Cane in its freshness on the soul, 
Has lost its early richuess too— 
Nature in simple beauty drest, 
Still dances round the restless year, 
And gazing on Ler yellow vest, 
I sometimes think my change is near 
Not that my hair with age is grey, 
Not that my heart has yet grown cold, 
But, that remember’d friendships say. 
Death loves not best the infirm and eld! 
As many a bosom knows and feels, 
Left in the flower of life alone— 
And many an epitaph reveals 
On the white monumental! stone. 
Well, let it strike! he shall not find 
A weak reluctant spirit here— 
Why should I long to stay behind, 
Till age comes cold and sad and drear— 
Lingering, while others are at rest 
Among the ruins time has made, 
Vill chi and damp above my breast, 
Life’s latest evening flings its shade. 
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INSTALLATION. 

The Rev. Sern STETsOon is to be Installed over the 
Universalist Society and Church in Salem, Mass. on 
the 19th inst. 
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DIED IN THIS CITY, ™ 
Mr. Clement Huckins, of Lubeck, Me. -aged 20 
ars. ‘ 

oe Wrentham, Mass. on Thursday bth inst. _ 

Jane D. Grant, aged 20. Her mind which was we 

cultivated, was the seat of those amiable —, 

which shone conspicuous through her life ; and enad! 
her to bear with fortitude the afflictive hand of nae 
dence in depriving her of health. In her anye ~ 
she manifested that patience which grows outo feat 

nation to the divine will, and met death with the li 4 

assurance that she was an heir ‘of God’s Universa 





who was a member of either of the Universalist 


(Grace through the merits of the Redemer. - 
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